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Context in Ontario



https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/reportable-disease-trends-annually#/28

STI/HIV Epidemiology (Ontario)

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/reportable-disease-trends-annually#/28


Polling Question

Among guys who have sex with guys, what proportion of chlamydia and gonorrhea infections 
are detected exclusively at extra-genital sites (i.e., oro-pharynx &/or rectum only)?

a. 25-30%
b. 45-50%
c. 65-70%
d. 80-85%





The Intervention



What is GetaKit?

■ Automated clinical decision tool that recommends / provides sexual health services

■ Based on guidelines from: PHAC, MOH, PHO, PHOL, CMAJ



What is Available?

■ Gonorrhea / Chlamydia
– Swabs (oral/rectal)
– Urine 

■ Syphilis
– Serology 

■ Hepatitis C
– Serology

■ HIV
– Serology
– Self-test





1. User accesses website, registers, and completes risk assessment
2. GetaKit system algorithm determines testing needs & presents these to user
3. User opts-in/out of testing
4. GetaKit nurse reviews and approves/rejects/modifies order
5. GetaKit system generates requisitions (with local ordering provider) and shipping labels
6. GetaKit team mails out requisitions/swabs OR requisitions become available
7. GetaKit system sends automated message notifying user of order status/shipping
8. User receives testing materials and goes to local lab (private or local STI clinic)
9. Local lab does testing and/or forwards specimens to PHOL
10. Test results returned to local provider 
11. Test results returned to GetaKit system and made available to user
12. Person treated in local clinic by local ordering provider (as needed)
13. GetaKit systems sends automated retest reminders based on users’ risk practices

How does GetaKit work?



Polling Question

When should people who are diagnosed with chlamydia or gonorrhea complete re-screening?

a. After 1-2 month
b. After 3-6 months
c. After 9-12 months
d. Never (not clinically indicated)



https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/sexual-health-sexually-transmitted-infections/canadian-guidelines.html
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/G/2018/guide-gonorrhea-testing-treatment.pdf?rev=25d4775b429e41678feabb49da5adfe3&sc_lang=en

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/sexual-health-sexually-transmitted-infections/canadian-guidelines.html
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/G/2018/guide-gonorrhea-testing-treatment.pdf?rev=25d4775b429e41678feabb49da5adfe3&sc_lang=en


Automated Retest Reminders



Who can use GetaKit? 

1. Age: 18 years of age or older

2. Risk factors: Sexually active and/or share drug equipment

3. Geo-location:
– Anywhere in Ontario

– HIV self-test

– Participating Public Health Unit jurisdictions
– Swabs / serology / urine



Participating PHUs
Public Health Unit Infections Status

Ottawa Public Health • Gonorrhea/Chlamydia
• Urine
• Oral/rectal swabs

• HIV
• Serology
• Self-test

• Syphilis serology
• Hepatitis C serology

Live

Leeds, Grenville, Lanark

Kingston, Frontenac, Lennox & Addington

North Bay Parry Sound

Hastings Prince Edward

Renfrew County • Gonorrhea/Chlamydia
• Urine
• Oral/rectal swabs

• HIV self-test

Peterborough • All Launch Mar 4 2024

Peel
• All

Date TBD

Windsor Date TBD



Outcomes



Overall Uptake (July 20 2020)
n=9644

Metric %

Gender

Cis-female 21%
Cis-male 68%
Trans-female 2.5%
Trans-male 1.5%
Gender non-conforming 7%

Metric %

Sexual Orientation
gbMSM 54%
Heterosexual 25%
Two-Spirited 0.6%

Ethnicity

ACB 17%
Arab 5%
Indigenous 4%
Latinx 5%
Asian 22%
White 40%



Diagnostic Outcomes

Infection # of Orders # of Results Positive Results Positivity Rate
(All orders)

Positivity Rate
(Completed tests)

Chlamydia 489 12 2.4%

Gonorrhea 489 1 0.2%

Syphilis 489 1 0.2%

HIV 9522 28 0.3%



Let’s try it out ….
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